
 

 

 
 

Order of Service 
24 January 2021 

 

 
 

Story as the Language 
of Mystery and Challenge 

 
service conducted today, with thanks from the minister, 

by Rev. Hugh Perry 
 

Music printed in this order of service is covered 
under a music copyright licence agreement:  LicenSing #604802  



 

WELCOME TO KNOX 
 

Knox Church is a congregation within the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa 
New Zealand.  We aim to create Christian community in which people of all 

ages, sexual orientations, cultural backgrounds and socio-economic situations 
are included as equally valued participants in our congregational life.  We 
cherish our diversity, offering a safe place of belonging to any who wish to 

explore their beliefs in an atmosphere promoting discussion, the development 
of healthy relationships and spiritual growth.  We strive to be open to dialogue 
and shared experiences with people of other faiths.  We enjoy worshipping the 
God made known in Jesus, endeavouring to do so in ways that are relevant to 
our daily lives, respect the integrity of creation, and make a positive difference 

to our wider world. 
 

 
A loop system for hearing aids operates at Knox. 

 

Toilets are available through the door on the lectern side of the sanctuary. 
 

Please don’t leave any items unattended around the church; 
they may cause alarm.  

 
 

We take care to use inclusive language in our services.  References to God in 
traditional prayers and hymns may sometimes be gender-specific.  As we pray 
and sing together, you’re invited to adapt the words we’ve chosen.  When we 

pray the “Lord’s prayer”, feel free to pray in your first language. 
 

 
The Call to Worship: 
We light a candle in the name of Jesus Christ, the Light of the world. 
The peace of God be with you. 
AND ALSO WITH YOU. 

Jesus called his followers to a much harder way . . . Let us worship God!  
 

Frederick A. Styles Worship For An Easter People ‘Volume 2’ (Ontario: enThusia Enterprises 
1978) p. I-9 

 
Hymn: 
Bunessan        Gaelic traditional melody 

 



1. Morning has broken 
 like the first morning; 
 blackbird has spoken 
 like the first bird. 
 Praise for the singing, 
 praise for the morning, 
 praise for them, springing 
 fresh from the word. 

2. Sweet the rain's new fall 
 sunlit from heaven, 
 like the first dewfall 
 on the first grass. 
 Praise for the sweetness 
 of the wet garden, 
 sprung from completeness 
 where his feet pass. 

 

3. Mine is the sunlight; 
 mine is the morning 
 born of the one light 
 Eden saw play. 
 Praise with elation, 
 praise every morning, 
 God's recreation 
 of the new day. 
 
  Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965) 

 
Prayer of Praise and Adoration 

Give thanks to your God, whose love endures forever.   
YOU SUN AND MOON, YOU STARS OF THE SOUTHERN SKY,  
GIVE TO OUR GOD YOUR THANKS AND PRAISE. 
Sunrise and sunset, night and day, give to our God your thanks and praise.  
ALL MOUNTAINS AND VALLEYS, GRASSLAND AND SCREE, 
GLACIER, AVALANCHE, 
MIST AND SNOW, GIVE TO OUR GOD YOUR THANKS AND PRAISE. 
You kauri and pine, rata and kowhai, mosses and ferns, 
give to our God your thanks and praise.  
DOLPHINS AND KAWAHAI, SEA-LION AND CRAB, 
CORAL AND ANEMONE, PIPI AND SHRIMP: 
GIVE TO OUR GOD YOUR THANKS AND PRAISE. 
Sheep and cattle, moths and dogs, kiwi and sparrow and tui and hawk, 
give to our God your thanks and praise.  
YOU MAORI AND PAKEHA, WOMEN AND MEN, 
ALL WHO INHABIT THE LONG WHITE CLOUD: 
GIVE TO OUR GOD YOUR THANKS AND PRAISE. 
All saints and martyrs of the South Pacific, 
give to our God your thanks and praise.  
ALL PROPHETS AND PRIESTS, ALL CLEANERS, CLERKS, PROFESSORS, 
SHOP-WORKERS PERSONAL ASSISTANTS, AND TEACHERS, 



JOB-SEEKERS AND INVALIDS, DRIVERS AND DOCTORS: 
GIVE TO OUR GOD YOUR THANKS AND PRAISE. 

All sweepers and diplomats, writers and artists, grocers, 
carpenters students and stock-agents, sea-farers, farmers, bakers and mystics: 
give to our God your thanks and praise. 
ALL CHILDREN AND INFANTS, ALL PEOPLE WHO PLAY: 
GIVE TO OUR GOD YOUR THANKS AND PRAISE.  
 
The Church of the Province of New Zealand A New Zealand Prayer Book, (Auckland: William 
Collins Publishers Ltd. 1989) pp.63,64.  
 

Lament  
But sometimes, God of life, 
we do things that make it hard for the best of life to live among us. 
We crush it with our lack of hope,  
we fail to affirm it when we see it begin to grow in its fragility, 
we destroy it with exploitation and injustice,  
we can’t imagine it coming from some people  
or we fail to give it support 
because our own life is low and we resent it in others. 
FORGIVE US WHEN WE MAKE IT HARD FOR LIFE TO LIVE, O GOD. 
 
Words of Assurance  

God, in Christ Jesus, is the life that rises  
from the depths of all our failure, pain and grief.   
This life is never defeated! 
THANKS BE TO GOD! 
 
Dorothy McRae-McMahon Prayers for Life’s Particular Moments (Thornbury: Desbooks, 2001), 
pp.19,20. 

 
We conclude our opening prayers using the words tradition gives us as Jesus’ 
words. 
 OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN 
 HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME, 
 YOUR KINGDOM COME, 
 YOUR WILL BE DONE, 
 ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN. 
 GIVE US TODAY OUR DAILY BREAD. 
 FORGIVE US OUR SINS 
 AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST US. 
 SAVE US FROM THE TIME OF TRIAL 
 AND DELIVER US FROM EVIL. 



 FOR THE KINGDOM, THE POWER AND THE GLORY ARE YOURS 
 NOW AND FOR EVER.  AMEN. 

 
The Passing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you all. 
AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
The First Lesson: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

    In this is the Word of God 
    THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 
The Gospel Lesson: Mark 1: 14-20 

     This is the gospel of Christ. 
     PRAISE TO CHRIST, THE WORD. 
 
Hymn: 
Wraysbury 

 
1.  Jesus calls us! O’er the tumult  
 of our life’s wild restless sea, 
 day by day his voice is sounding, 
 saying, ‘Christian, follow me’ 
 
2.  As, of old, Saint Andrew heard it 
 by the Galilean lake, 
 turned from home and toil and kindred, 
 leaving all for his dear sake. 
 
3. Jesus calls us from the worship 
 of the vain world’s golden store, 
 from each idol that would keep us, saying:  
 Christian, love Me more !  
 
4. In our joys and in our sorrows,  
 days of toil and hours of ease, 
 still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 
 ‘Christians love me more than these’. 
 



5. Jesus calls us !  By your mercies, 
 Saviour, may we hear your call, 
 give our hearts to your obedience, 
 serve and love you best of all. 
 
 Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895), alt. 
 

 
Sermon:    Story as the Language of Mystery and Challenge 

  Generally, sermons are posted on our website shortly after 
the service at: http://www.knoxchurch.co.nz/sermons.html 

 Hard copies of the sermons are available before and after the 
service – ask the person at the door. 

 
Music for Reflection 
      
 
Hymn: 
Savannah. German melody (c 1740), John Wesley’s ‘Foundery Collection’ 1742  

 
1. Take my life and let it be  
 consecrated, Lord, to thee.  
 Take my moments and my days,  
 let them flow in ceaseless praise.  
 

2. Take my hands, and let them move  
 at the impulse of thy love.  
 Take my feet, and let them be  
 swift and beautiful for thee.  

3. Take my voice, and let me sing  
 always, only, for my King.  
 Take my lips, and let them be  
 filled with messages from thee.  

 

4. Take my silver and my gold,  
 not a mite would I withhold.  
 Take my intellect, and use  
 every power as thou shalt choose.  

 

5. Take my will and make it thine;  
 it shall be no longer mine.  
 Take my heart, it is thine own;  
 it shall be thy royal throne.  
 

6. Take my love: my Lord, I pour  
 at thy feet its treasure-store.  
 Take myself, and I will be 
 ever, only, all for thee.  
 
Frances Ridley Havergal 1836—79 



Prayers for Others and Ourselves 
led by Andrew Johnston 
 

The Offering and Dedication 

 
Notices 
 
Hymn: 
Hyfrydol      Rowland Huw Prichard (1811-1887) 

 
1. God who sets us on a journey 
 to discover, dream and grow, 
 lead us as you led your people 
 in the desert long ago; 
 journey inward, journey outward  
 stir the spirit, stretch the mind; 
 love, for God and self and neighbour,  
 marks the way that Christ defined. 
 
2. Exploration brings new insights,  
 changes, choices we must face; 
 give us wisdom in deciding,  
 mindful always of your grace; 
 should we stumble, lose our bearings,  
 find it hard to know what's right, 
 we regain our true direction  
 focused on the Jesus light. 
 
3. End our longing for the old days,  
 grant the vision that we lack  
 once we've started on this journey  



 there can be no turning back; 
 Let us travel light, discarding  
 excess baggage from our past, 
 cherish only what's essential,  
 choosing treasure that will last. 
 
4. When we set up camp and settle  
 to avoid love's risk and pain, 
 you disturb complacent comfort, 
 pull the tent-pegs up again; 
 keep us travelling in the knowledge  
 you are always at our side, 
 give us courage for the journey,  
 Christ our goal and Christ our guide. 
 
 Joy Dine (1937–2001) 
 

 
Benediction and Sung Amen 
 
Postlude 

 

 

 

The Bible readings for next week will be: 
 

• Deuteronomy 18: 15-20 
• Mark 1: 21-28 

 
 

 

Knox Directory 
 

28 Bealey Ave, Christchurch 8013 
Secretary: Jane Ellis, 
ph. (03) 379 2456, 

office@knoxchurch.co.nz 
Office hours: Mon-Fri 9.00am-noon 

 
 

Visit our website 
www.knoxchurch.co.nz 

 

 
 

 

Minister: Rev. Dr Matthew Jack 
minister@knoxchurch.co.nz 

for emergencies, (03) 3570 111 
 

Church Council Clerk: Janet Wilson, 
ph. (03) 338 7203 

 

Director of Music: Daniel Cooper, 
organist@knoxchurch.co.nz 

 

Pastoral Assistant: Jan Harland 
ph. 0273560215 

 
 

 


